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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Proctor School Library

Minutes of September 12, 2016
Chairman Lais reconvened the meeting at 7:30PM.  Board members present, in addition to Chairman J. Stephen Lais, were Selectmen Boyd Jackson, Martha Morrison and Laura Powers; Selectman Mark Lyons was absent.  Of the Selectmen’s staff, Town Administrator Kellie Hebert and Board Executive Assistant Susan Sordello were in attendance.  Other persons present during all or part of the meeting was Topsfield Police Chief Evan Haglund, Police Officer Christopher Lippi, Fire Chief Ron Giovannacci, Highway Superintendent Dave Bond, resident Dick Gandt as well as Tri-Town Transcript reporter Doreen Burliss.  Topsfield cable was operated by Ben and Maddie Demers.
The Board stood for the Pledge of Allegiance and then observed a moment of silence.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Chairman Lais announced that the meeting was being recorded by Boxford Cable and by the recording secretary.  Chairman Lais also asked if there was anyone in the audience who intended to record the meeting.  Chairman Lais explained that the Board was in executive session at 7:15.  Chairman Lais then announced Selectman Lyons would be absent from the meeting.  Selectman Powers wished Sargent Rick LeBel luck in his retirement and thanked him for his years of service.
CITIZENS QUESTIONS & COMMENTS:
None heard.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
New Business:

Selectman Morrison made a motion to Vote to promote and appoint Reserve Officer Christopher Lippi to the position of Probationary 
Full Time Police Officer for a period of one year effective Wednesday, September 13, 2016, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 4-0.
At 7:35, Police Chief Evan Haglund updated the Board on the following:
Sargent LeBel’s retirement after 31 years of service.

Status of injured officer.

Repairs need to the A/C compressor – proposal may be presented at Town Meeting.
Police radio system has been ordered and should be operational before the 2016 Topsfield Fair.

The cruiser on the Warrant Article is almost complete and should be ready before the 2016 Topsfield Fair.
Movie Night on the Common – Success, more than 500 people in attendance.

Route 97/Rowley Road – Engineering study should start in October.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to vote to approve the Fire Chief’s Employment Contract as amended for language clarifications and not to change the terms, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 3-1.
Town Administrator Hebert discussed the Complete Streets Program administered by the Department of Transportation.  Highway Superintendent, Dave Bond explained the advantages to the highway department and stated that the first step would be for the Board to adopt the program.  Selectman Morrison commented that the grant planning process was a good dovetail with the program now and that there would be no impact on existing rules and regulations for planning and zoning.  Chairman Lais was concerned that the program is too good to be true; Superintendent Bond assured the Board that there is an opt-out provision at any time.  The Board asked that it be placed on the 09.26.16 agenda.

Selectman Morrison made a motion to vote to allow the Treasurer Collector to Advance Funds in Lieu of Borrowing from the Stabilization Fund in the amount of $69,000 to fund expenses for the Proctor School and Steward Schools MSBA Feasibility Study, seconded by Selectman Powers; Chairman Lais asked if interest was paid back to the Stabilization Fund, Administrator Hebert stated that the Town would do what was required by statute; so voted 4-0.

Selectman Powers made a motion to vote to approve Dean & Flynn, Inc. D/B/A Fiesta Shows request for Amusement Rides and Games Licenses on two Sundays, October 2nd and 9th, 2016 at the Topsfield Fair Grounds during the Topsfield Fair, seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted 4-0.  
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Town Administrator Hebert updated the Board on the following:

MSBA School Feasibility Projects:  Notice received that a consultant and designer have been selected.

Town Hall Projects:  OPM contract finalized, $50K in reimbursement received -  $20K pending from Historic Preservation Grant, Storm windows went out to bid but didn’t receive any quotes – will need to solicit quotes, CM at Risk application submitted, relocation process ongoing including site visits, cable needs being addressed at next THBC meeting.

Community Compact:  Forecast and policies meeting was held and a Capital Planning kick off meeting will be held on 09.22.16.
Zoning Compliance:  Unregistered automobiles and signage issues are being addressed.

MINUTES APPROVAL:

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the amended minutes for the August 22, 2016 meeting of the Board of Selectmen seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted:  4-0.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the minutes for the August 22, 2016 executive session meeting of the Board of Selectmen and to hold until all issues are resolved, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted:  4-0.
Selectman Powers made a motion to approve the minutes for the August 29, 2016 executive session meeting of the Board of Selectmen and to hold until all issues are resolved, seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted:  4-0.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the amended minutes for the August 31, 2016 joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and the Town Hall Building Committee seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted:  4-0.
At 8:45 PM, Selectman Morrison made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 4-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Susan D.F.Sordello,
Executive Assistant

Board of Selectmen

Approved as written at the September 26, 2016 Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

Per the Open Meeting Law, the documents that were either distributed to the BOS before the meeting in a packet, or at the meeting were:
1. Agenda 
2. Letter from Topsfield Conservation Commission: Andrews Farm Water Co., Inc. dated 08.29.16.

3. Memo from Chief Giovannacci regarding re-appointments.

4. Notice from Department of Telecommunications and Cable regarding a Public Hearing.

5. Notice from Massachusetts Municipal Association: Legislative Breakfast Meetings.

6. Notice from Governor Charles D. Baker & Lt. Governor Karyn E. Polito announcing a grant award for $5,150 for the Recycling Dividends Program.
7. Town Administrator’s Report

Pursuant to the 'Open Meeting Law,' G.L. 39, § 23B, the approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes a certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, and the actions taken at the meeting. Any other description of statements made by any person, or the summary of the discussion of any matter, is included for the purpose of context only, and no certification, express or implied, is made by the Board as to the completeness or accuracy of such statements.
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